
Civil Rights

Year Pres. House Senate Democrats Republicans

1900 R R R It was the plain purpose of the fifteenth 

amendment to the Constitution, to prevent 

discrimination on account of race or color in 

regulating the elective franchise. Devices of 

State governments, whether by statutory or 

constitutional enactment, to avoid the purpose 

of this amendment are revolutionary, and 

should be condemned.

1904 R R R The race question has brought countless woes to 

this country. The calm wisdom of the American 

people should see to it that it brings no more.

1905 R R R NAACP founded

1906 R R R Atlanta Race Riots

1908 R R R Springfield Race Riots

1912 R D R We call upon the people to quicken their 

interest in public affairs, to condemn and 

punish lynchings and other forms of 

lawlessness, and to strengthen in all possible 

ways a respect for law and the observance of it. 

Indifferent citizenship is an evil against which 

the law affords no adequate protection and for 

which legislation can provide no remedy.

1915 D D D Birth of Nation 

premiers/Leo Frank 

lynched
1916 D D D

1920 D R R We urge Congress to consider the most 

effective means to end Iynching in this country 

which continues to be a terrible blot on our 

American civilization.

1921 R R R Tulsa race riots

1924 R R R We urge the congress to enact at the earliest 

possible date a federal anti-lynching law so that 

the full influence of the federal government 

may be wielded to exterminate this hideous 

crime.

1928 R R R We renew our recommendation that the 

Congress enact at the earliest possible date a 

Federal Anti-Lynching Law so that the full 

influence of the Federal Government may be 

wielded to exterminate this hideous crime.

1932 R R R For seventy years the Republican Party has 

been the friend of the American Negro. 

Vindication of the rights of the Negro citizen to 

enjoy the full benefits of life, liberty and the 

pursuit of happiness is traditional in the 

Republican Party, and our party stands pledged 

to maintain equal opportunity and rights for 

Negro citizens.
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1936 D D D We favor equal opportunity for our colored 

citizens. We pledge our protection of their 

economic status and personal safety. We will 

do our best to further their employment in the 

gainfully occupied life of America, particularly in 

private industry, agriculture, emergency 

agencies and the Civil Service.

1939 D D D Nazi rally in MSG 

draws 20,000/SS St. 

Louis turned around 

from US

1940 D D D Our Negro citizens have participated actively in 

the economic and social advances launched by 

this Administration, including fair labor 

standards, social security benefits, health 

protection, work relief projects, decent housing, 

aid to education, and the rehabilitation of low-

income farm families. We have aided more than 

half a million Negro youths in vocational training, 

education and employment. We shall continue to 

strive for complete legislative safeguards against 

discrimination in government service and 

benefits, and in the national defense forces. We 

pledge to uphold due process and the equal 

protection of the laws for every citizen, 

regardless of race, creed or color.

We pledge that our American citizens of Negro 

descent shall be given a square deal in the 

economic and political life of this nation. 

Discrimination in the civil service, the army, 

navy, and all other branches of the Government 

must cease. To enjoy the full benefits of life, 

liberty and pursuit of happiness universal 

suffrage must be made effective for the Negro 

citizen. Mob violence shocks the conscience of 

the nation and legislation to curb this evil 

should be enacted.

1942 D D D FDR signs order 

creating Japanese 

Internment camps

1944 D D D We believe that racial and religious minorities 

have the right to live, develop and vote equally 

with all citizens and share the rights that are 

guaranteed by our Constitution. Congress should 

exert its full constitutional powers to protect 

those rights.

We pledge an immediate Congressional inquiry 

to ascertain the extent to which mistreatment, 

segregation and discrimination against Negroes 

who are in our armed forces are impairing 

morale and efficiency, and the adoption of 

corrective legislation. . . The payment of any 

poll tax should not be a condition of voting in 

Federal elections and we favor immediate 

submission of a Constitutional amendment for 

its abolition. . . We favor legislation against 

lynching and pledge our sincere efforts in 

behalf of its early enactment.

1946 D D D Truman establishes 

commission on civil 

rights

1948 D R R The Democratic Party is responsible for the great 

civil rights gains made in recent years in 

eliminating unfair and illegal discrimination 

based on race, creed or color, . . . The 

Democratic Party commits itself to continuing its 

efforts to eradicate all racial, religious and 

economic discrimination. . . We again state our 

belief that racial and religious minorities must 

have the right to live, the right to work, the right 

to vote, the full and equal protection of the laws, 

on a basis of equality with all citizens as 

guaranteed by the Constitution.

Lynching or any other form of mob violence 

anywhere is a disgrace to any civilized state, 

and we favor the prompt enactment of 

legislation to end this infamy. . . This right of 

equal opportunity to work and to advance in 

life should never be limited in any individual 

because of race, religion, color, or country of 

origin. . . We favor the abolition of the poll tax 

as a requisite to voting. . . We are opposed to 

the idea of racial segregation in the armed 

services of the United States.

Truman issues EO 

9981 to end 

segregation in military
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1952 D D D We will continue our efforts to eradicate 

discrimination based on race, religion or national 

origin.

The Republican Party will not mislead, exploit 

or attempt to confuse minority groups for 

political purposes. All American citizens are 

entitled to full, impartial enforcement of 

Federal laws relating to their civil rights.

1954 R R R Brown v. Board of Ed.  

Ends segregation in 

public schools

1955 R D D Rosa Parks refuses to 

give up her seat. 

Montgomery Bus 

Boycott

1956 R D D We are proud of the record of the Democratic 

Party in securing equality of treatment and 

opportunity in the nation's armed forces, the 

Civil Service, and in all areas under Federal 

jurisdiction. The Democratic Party pledges itself 

to continue its efforts to eliminate illegal 

discriminations of all kinds, in relation to (1) full 

rights to vote, (2) full rights to engage in gainful 

occupations, (3) full rights to enjoy security of 

the person, and (4) full fights to education in all 

publicly supported institutions.

The Republican Party points to an impressive 

record of accomplishment in the field of civil 

rights and commits itself anew to advancing the 

rights of all our people regardless of race, 

creed, color or national origin.

Supreme Court 

declares segregated 

busing illegal

1957 R D D Little Rock Nine/Civil 

Rights Act of 1957 to 

help protect voter 

rights/Strom Thurman 

sets record for 

filibuster on civil 

rights legislation

1958 R D D

1960 R D D We shall also seek to create an affirmative new 

atmosphere in which to deal with racial divisions 

and inequalities which threaten both the 

integrity of our democratic faith and the 

proposition on which our nation was 

founded—that all men are created equal. . . The 

Democratic Administration which takes office 

next January will therefore use the full powers 

provided in the Civil Rights Acts of 1957 and 1960 

to secure for all Americans the right to vote.

Equality under law promises more than the 

equal right to vote and transcends mere relief 

from discrimination by government. It becomes 

a reality only when all persons have equal 

opportunity, without distinction of race, 

religion, color or national origin, to acquire the 

essentials of life—housing, education and 

employment.

Greensboro sit 

ins/Ruby Bridges 

escorted to school in 

New Orleans/Civil 

Rights Act of 1960

1961 D D D Freedom Ridges

1963 D D D March on 

Washington.  I have a 

Dream Speech/JFK 

gives civil rights 

address

1964 D D D The Civil Rights Act of 1964 deserves and 

requires full observance by every American and 

fair, effective enforcement if there is any default.

continued opposition to discrimination based 

on race, creed, national origin or sex. We 

recognize that the elimination of any such 

discrimination is a matter of heart, conscience, 

and education, as well as of equal rights under 

law.

Civil Rights Act of 

1964.  Prevents 

discrimination based 

upon race, color, sex, 

religion, or national 

origin/24th 

Amendment passes to 

prohibit poll taxes in 

national elections
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1965 D D D Bloody Sunday.  

Voting Rights Act of 

1965.  Prevents use of 

literacy tests.

1967 D D D Loving v. Virginia bans 

laws against 

interracial marriage

1968 D D D Democrats in the Presidency and in the Congress 

have led the fight to erase the stain of racial 

discrimination that tarnished America's proudly 

announced proposition that all men are created 

equal.

MLK assassinated.  

Civil Rights Act of 

1968 aka Fair Housing 

Act

1972 R D D The Democratic Party in 1972 is committed to 

resuming the march toward equality; to 

enforcing the laws supporting court decisions 

and enacting new legal rights as necessary, to 

assuring every American true opportunity, to 

bringing about a more equal distribution of 

power, income and wealth and equal and 

uniform enforcement in all states and territories 

of civil rights statutes and acts

From its beginning, our Party has led the way 

for equal rights and equal opportunity. This 

great tradition has been carried forward by the 

Nixon Administration.

1976 R D D we pledge vigorous federal programs and 

policies of compensatory opportunity to remedy 

for many Americans the generations of injustice 

and deprivation; and full funding of programs to 

secure the implementation and enforcement of 

civil rights.

There must be vigorous enforcement of laws to 

assure equal treatment in job recruitment, 

hiring, promotion, pay, credit, mortgage access 

and housing. The way to end discrimination, 

however, is not by resurrecting the much 

discredited quota system and attempting to 

cloak it in an aura of new respectability. Rather, 

we must provide alternative means of assisting 

the victims of past discrimination to realize 

their full worth as American citizens. . . Wiping 

out past discrimination requires continued 

emphasis on providing educational 

opportunities for minority citizens, increasing 

direct and guaranteed loans to minority 

business enterprises, and affording qualified 

minority persons equal opportunities for 

government positions at all levels.

1980 D D D The Democratic Party firmly commits itself to 

protect the civil fights of every citizen and to 

pursue justice and equal treatment under the 

law for all citizens.

As the Party of Lincoln, we remain equally and 

steadfastly committed to the equality of rights 

for all citizens, regardless of race. Although this 

nation has not yet eliminated all vestiges of 

racism over the years we are heartened by the 

progress that has been made, we are proud of 

the role that our Party has played, and we are 

dedicated to standing shoulder to shoulder with 

black Americans in that cause.
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1984 R D R A nation is only as strong as its commitment to 

justice and equality. Today, a corrosive 

unfairness eats at the underpinnings of our 

society. Civil rights laws and guarantees—only 

recently achieved after hard-fought battles, 

personal sacrifice and loss of life—are imperiled 

by an Administration that consciously seeks to 

turn the clock back to an era when second-class 

citizenship for women and minorities, 

disenfranchisement, and de jure and de facto 

segregation were very much the facts of life for 

well over half of America's population. . . we 

pledge an end to the Reagan Administration's 

punitive policy toward women, minorities, and 

the poor and support the reaffirmation of the 

principle that the government is still responsible 

for protecting the civil rights of all citizens. 

Government has a special responsibility to those 

whom society has historically prevented from 

enjoying the benefits of full citizenship for 

reasons of race, religion, sex, age, national origin 

and ethnic heritage, sexual orientation, or 

disability. . . Economic justice is also economic 

common sense. Any who doubt that should 

consider the toll of welfare, crime, prisons, public 

housing and urban squalor on our national 

wealth. We will pay a high price for all the 

disadvantaged or disenfranchised if we fail to 

include them in the new economic revolution.

Just as we must guarantee opportunity, we 

oppose attempts to dictate results. We will 

resist efforts to replace equal rights with 

discriminatory quota systems and preferential 

treatment. Quotas are the most insidious form 

of discrimination: reverse discrimination against 

the innocent. We must always remember that, 

in a free society, different individual goals will 

yield different results.

1986 R D R First MLK day 

observed

1988 R D D We further believe that the voting rights of all 

minorities should be protected, the recent surge 

in hate violence and negative stereotyping 

combatted, the discriminatory English-only 

pressure groups resisted, our treaty 

commitments with Native Americans enforced 

by culturally sensitive officials, and the lingering 

effects of past discrimination eliminated by 

affirmative action, including goals, timetables, 

and procurement set-asides.

In guaranteeing opportunity, not dictating the 

results of fair competition. We will resist efforts 

to replace equal rights with discriminatory 

quota systems and preferential treatment. 

Quotas are the most insidious form of reverse 

discrimination against the innocent.

1991 R D D Rodney King beating

1992 R D D Democrats will continue to lead the fight to 

ensure that no Americans suffer discrimination 

or deprivation of rights on the basis of race, 

gender, language, national origin, religion, age, 

disability, sexual orientation, or other 

characteristics irrelevant to ability. We support 

the ratification of the Equal Rights Amendment

That is why we declare that bigotry and 

prejudice have no place in American life. We 

denounce all who practice or promote racism, 

anti-Semitism, or religious intolerance. . . 

Asserting equal rights for all, we support the 

Bush Administration's vigorous enforcement of 

statutes to prevent illegal discrimination on 

account of sex, race, creed, or national origin. 

Promoting opportunity, we reject efforts to 

replace equal rights with quotas or other 

preferential treatment. That is why President 

Bush fought so long against the Democrat 

Congress to win a civil rights bill worthy of that 

name.
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1996 D R R Today's Democratic Party knows we must renew 

our efforts to stamp out discrimination and 

hatred of every kind, wherever and whenever we 

see it. We deplore the recent wave of burnings 

that has targeted African-American churches in 

the South, as well as other houses of worship 

across the country, and we have established a 

special task force to help local communities catch 

and prosecute those responsible, prevent further 

arsons, and rebuild their churches. We believe 

everyone in America should learn English so they 

can fully share in our daily life, but we strongly 

oppose divisive efforts like English-only 

legislation, designed to erect barriers between us 

and force people away from the culture and 

heritage of which they are rightly proud.

The sole source of equal opportunity for all is 

equality before the law. Therefore, we oppose 

discrimination based on sex, race, age, creed, 

or national origin and will vigorously enforce 

anti-discrimination statutes. We reject the 

distortion of those laws to cover sexual 

preference, and we endorse the Defense of 

Marriage Act to prevent states from being 

forced to recognize same-sex unions. Because 

we believe rights inhere in individuals, not in 

groups, we will attain our nation's goal of equal 

rights without quotas or other forms of 

preferential treatment.

1998 D R R White Supremists 

murder James Byrd

2000 R R R Our vision is of an America healed of hatreds and 

misunderstanding, with equality and opportunity 

so rich that legacies of discrimination and 

exclusion will be found only in history books, and 

not in our communities. To that end, Democrats 

support creation of a commission of 

distinguished scholars and civic leaders to 

examine the history of slavery, discrimination, 

and exclusion suffered by all minorities; to report 

on the continuing effects of those tragic chapters 

in our history; and to make appropriate 

recommendations on behalf of the American 

people.

As we strive to forge a national consensus on 

the crucial issues of our time, we call on all 

Americans to reject the forces of hatred and 

bigotry. Accordingly, we denounce all who 

practice or promote racism, anti-Semitism, 

ethnic prejudice, and religious intolerance. Our 

country was founded in faith and upon the 

truth that self-government is rooted in religious 

conviction.

2004 R R R  This year, as we celebrate these anniversaries, 

we recommit to the spirit of service that secured 

these breakthroughs and the values they 

embody: all of our people should have the 

opportunity to fulfill all of their potential, and 

each of us should be as equal in the eyes of the 

law as we are in the eyes of God. . . Our 

commitment to civil rights is ironclad. We will 

restore vigorous federal enforcement of our civil 

rights laws for all our people, from fair housing to 

equal employment opportunity, from Title IX to 

the Americans with Disabilities Act. We support 

affirmative action to redress discrimination and 

to achieve the diversity from which all Americans 

benefit.

The Republican Party favors aggressive, 

proactive measures to ensure that no individual 

is discriminated against on the basis of race, 

national origin, gender, or other characteristics 

covered by our civil rights laws. . . We praise 

President Bush for his strong record on civil 

rights enforcement, and for becoming the first 

President ever to ban racial profiling by the 

federal government.

2008 R D D Democrats will fight to end discrimination based 

on race, sex, ethnicity, national origin, language, 

religion, sexual orientation, gender identity, age, 

and disability in every corner of our country, 

because that's the America we believe in. . . We 

will restore professionalism over partisanship at 

the Department of Justice, and staff the civil 

rights division with civil rights lawyers, not 

ideologues. We will restore vigorous federal 

enforcement of civil rights laws in order to 

provide every American an equal chance at 

employment, housing, health, contracts, and 

pay.

Our commitment to equal opportunity extends 

from landmark school-choice legislation for the 

students of Washington D.C. to historic 

appointments at the highest levels of 

government. We consider discrimination based 

on sex, race, age, religion, creed, disability, or 

national origin to be immoral, and we will 

strongly enforce anti-discrimination statutes.
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2009 D D D Obama signs Hate 

Crimes Prevention Act

2012 D R D At the core of the Democratic Party is the 

principle that no one should face discrimination 

on the basis of race, ethnicity, national origin, 

language, religion, gender, sexual orientation, 

gender identity, or disability status. Democrats 

support our civil rights statutes and we have 

stepped up enforcement of laws that prohibit 

discrimination in the workplace and other 

settings.

In the spirit of the Constitution, we consider 

discrimination based on sex, race, age, religion, 

creed, disability, or national origin unacceptable 

and immoral. We will strongly enforce 

antidiscrimination statutes and ask all to join us 

in rejecting the forces of hatred and bigotry and 

in denouncing all who practice or promote 

racism, anti- Semitism, ethnic prejudice, or 

religious intolerance.

Trayvon Martin killed 

by George 

Zimmerman

2013 D R D SC strikes down 

Section 4 of 1965 

Voting Rights Act
2014 D R D Shooting of Michael 

Brown

2015 D R R Protests over the 

killing of Freddie Gray

2016 D R R Democrats will fight to end institutional and 

systemic racism in our society. We will challenge 

and dismantle the structures that define lasting 

racial, economic, political, and social inequity. 

Democrats will promote racial justice through 

fair, just, and equitable governing of all public-

serving institutions and in the formation of public 

policy. Democrats support removing the 

Confederate battle flag from public properties, 

recognizing that it is a symbol of our nation's 

racist past that has no place in our present or our 

future. We will push for a societal transformation 

to make it clear that black lives matter and that 

there is no place for racism in our country.

We denounce bigotry, racism, anti-Semitism, 

ethnic prejudice, and religious intolerance. 

Therefore, we oppose discrimination based on 

race, sex, religion, creed, disability, or national 

origin and support statutes to end such 

discrimination. As the Party of Abraham 

Lincoln, we must continue to foster solutions to 

America's difficult challenges when it comes to 

race relations today. We continue to encourage 

equality for all citizens and access to the 

American Dream. Merit and hard work should 

determine advancement in our society, so we 

reject unfair preferences, quotas, and set-

asides as forms of discrimination.

2017 R R R March in 

Charlottsville
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2020 R D R Democrats are committed to ending 

discrimination on the basis of race, ethnicity, 

national origin, religion, language, gender, age, 

sexual orientation, gender identity, or disability 

status. We will appoint U.S. Supreme Court 

justices and federal judges who look like 

America, are committed to the rule of law, will 

uphold individual civil rights and civil liberties as 

essential components of a free and democratic 

society, and will respect and enforce 

foundational precedents, including Brown v. 

Board of Education and Roe v. Wade. . . 

Democrats are committed to standing up to 

racism and bigotry in our laws, in our culture, in 

our politics, and in our society, and recognize 

that race-neutral policies are not sufficient to 

rectify race-based disparities. We will take a 

comprehensive approach to embed racial justice 

in every element of our governing agenda, 

including in jobs and job creation, workforce and 

economic development, small business and 

entrepreneurship, eliminating poverty and 

closing the racial wealth gap, promoting asset 

building and homeownership, education, health 

care, criminal justice reform, environmental 

justice, and voting rights. . . We support 

removing the Confederate battle flag and statues 

of Confederate leaders from public properties. . . 

Democrats believe Juneteenth (June 19th) 

represents the end of slavery, the freedom for 

millions of enslaved Black Americans, and should 

be recognized as a federal holiday.

George Floyd killing 

and protests
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