
Cities

Year Pres. House Senate Democrats Republicans

1900 R R R

1904 R R R

1908 R R R

1912 R D R

1916 D D D

1920 D R R

1924 R R R

1928 R R R

1932 R R R

1936 D D D

1940 D D D

1944 D D D

1948 D R R

1952 D D D

1956 R D D

1960 R D D A new Democratic Administration will expand 

Federal programs to help urban communities clear 

their slums, dispose of their sewage, educate their 

children, transport suburban commuters to and 

from their jobs, and combat juvenile delinquency.

Continued effort to clear slums, and promote 

rebuilding, rehabilitation, and conservation of our 

cities.

1964 D D D In the next 40 years urban populations will double, 

the area of city land will double and we will have to 

construct houses, highways and facilities equal to all 

those built since this country was first settled. . . 

Because our cities and suburbs are so important to 

the welfare of all our people, we believe a 

department devoted to urban affairs should be 

added to the President's cabinet.

1967 D D D Newark riots break 

out

1968 D D D Democrats recognize that the race to save our cities 

is a race against the absolute of time itself. The 

blight that threatens their future takes many forms. 

It is the physical decay of homes and 

neighborhoods. It is poverty and unemployment. It 

is broken homes and social disintegration. It is 

crime. It is congestion and pollution. The 

Democratic program attacked all of these forms of 

blight—and all at once.

For today and tomorrow, there must be—and we 

pledge—a vigorous effort, nation-wide, to 

transform the blighted areas of cities into centers 

of opportunity and progress, culture and talent.

1972 R D D The Nixon Administration has failed to meet most of 

these needs. It has met the problem of urban decay 

with tired, decaying "solutions" that are unworthy 

of the name. It could act to revitalize our urban 

areas; instead, we see only rising crime, fear and 

flight, racial and economic polarization, loss of 

confidence and depletion of community resources. . 

. The nation's urban areas must and can be 

habitable. They are not only centers of commerce 

and trade, but also repositories of history and 

culture, expressing the richness and variety of their 

region and of the larger society. They are worthy of 

the best America can offer. They are America.

Republican urban strategy rejects throwing good 

money after bad money. Instead, through 

fundamental fiscal, management and program 

reforms, we have created a new Federal 

partnership through which State, county and 

municipal governments can best cope with 

specific problems such as education, crime, drug 

abuse, transportation, pollution and housing.

1975 R D D NYC given bailout
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1976 R D D Federal policies and programs have inadvertently 

exacerbated the urban crisis. Within the framework 

of a new partnership of federal, state and local 

governments, and the private sector, the 

Democratic Party is pledged to the development of 

America's first national urban policy. . . Finally, to 

alleviate the financial burden placed on our cities by 

the combination of inflation and recession, the 

Democratic Party restates its support for an 

emergency anti-recession aid to states and cities 

particularly hard hit by recession.

Effectively helping our cities now requires a 

coordinated National Urban Policy. The 

cornerstone of this policy must be to curb 

inflation. This policy must be based on the 

principle that the levels of government closest to 

the cities' problems are best able to respond. 

Thus federal and state assistance to cities and 

counties should give the greatest flexibility to 

those directly on the scene, the local elected 

officials.

1977 D D D Community 

Reinvestment 

Act/NYC blackout

1978 D D D Cleveland defaults

1980 D D D In this platform, the Democratic Party dedicates 

itself to the strength and survival of urban America. 

We are committed to developing imaginative, 

compassionate steps to deal with the causes and 

effects of rising unemployment, to make our cities 

fiscally strong, to provide jobs and economic 

growth, to preserve neighborhoods and 

communities and to meet the basic human needs of 

urban residents.

The city is the focus for the lives of millions of 

Americans. Its neighborhoods are places of 

familiarity, of belonging, of tradition and 

continuity. They are arenas for civic action and 

creative self-help. The human scale of the 

neighborhood encourages citizens to exercise 

leadership, to invest their talents, energies, and 

resources, and to work together to create a better 

life for their families. . . Republican economic 

programs will create conditions for rebirth of 

citizen activity in neighborhoods and cities across 

the land. In a Republican economic climate, 

America's cities can once again produce, build, 

and grow.

1984 R D R The Democratic Party believes in making our cities' 

needs a federal priority once again: We want to see 

again cities where people have jobs and adequate 

housing, cities whose bridges and mass transit are 

being maintained, and whose neighborhoods are 

safe to live in. And that will take a commitment by 

our federal government to help our cities again.

1988 R D D Economic growth is the most important urban 

program. . . Local control is the best form of 

administration. . . Citizen choice is the key to 

successful government. Options in education 

empower parents and attract new residents. 

Options in public housing transform slums into 

real communities, bustling with enterprise and 

hope.

1992 R D D Only a robust economy will revitalize our cities. It is 

in all Americans' interest that the cities once again 

be places where hard-working families can put 

down roots and find good jobs, quality health care, 

affordable housing, and decent schools. Democrats 

will create a new partnership to rebuild America's 

cities after 12 years of Republican neglect.

LA riots
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1996 D R R Without a single Republican vote, we created 105 

Empowerment Zones and Enterprise Communities. 

This effort, chaired by Vice President Gore, is 

bringing jobs and businesses to our poorest urban 

and rural areas. Thousands of new businesses have 

already moved into these areas, or expanded 

existing operations, bringing new hope and new 

jobs to these neighborhoods. We reformed the 

Community Reinvestment Act to shift the focus 

from process toward results; we implemented low 

income mortgage purchase requirements on Fannie 

Mae and Freddie Mac; and we created a Community 

Development Financial Institutions Fund.

2000 R R R

2004 R R R We will invest in the businesses, schools, and 

hospitals that metropolitan areas need to thrive.

We are proud to meet in a city that enjoyed a new 

birth of vitality under the leadership of one of 

America's foremost Republican mayors, Rudy 

Giuliani. New York City evolved from a city 

plagued by crime, smothered by government, and 

void of opportunity, into one that attracts both 

families and young people looking to build careers 

and enjoy an urban lifestyle. New York's 

turnaround is a testament to the great power of 

turning Republican ideals into policies and 

solutions. By focusing on economic growth and 

opportunity, business development, crime 

control, and the revitalization of urban eyesores, 

we can inject fresh energy and opportunity into 

America's urban centers.

2008 R D D We support community-based initiatives, such as 

micro-loans, business assistance centers, 

community economic development corporations, 

and community development financial institutions. 

To help regional business development we will 

double federal funding for basic research, expand 

the deployment of broadband technology, increase 

access to capital for businesses in underserved 

areas, create a national network of public-private 

business incubators, and provide grants to support 

regional innovation clusters. Since businesses can 

only function when workers can get to their place of 

employment, we will invest in public transportation 

including rail, expand transportation options for low-

income communities, and strengthen core 

infrastructure like our roads and bridges. We will 

provide cities the support they need to perform 

public safety and national security functions, 

reinvest in Community Oriented Policing Services, 

and keep children off the streets by supporting 

expanded after-school and summer opportunities. 

Finally, we will work to make cities greener and 

more livable by training employees to work in skilled 

clean technologies industries, improving the 

environmental efficiency of city buildings, and taking 

smart growth principles into account when 

designing transportation.
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2012 D R D Cities and metro areas are a vital part of the 

American community and are incubators of 

innovation and job creation. Cities and metro areas 

represent over 80 percent of this country's gross 

domestic product and 80 percent of this country's 

population. We are committed to supporting and 

revitalizing these communities around the country.

2013 D R D Detroit files for 

bankruptcy

2016 D R R Democrats have a comprehensive agenda to invest 

in America's cities, grounded on the premise that 

local leaders are best equipped to create a better 

future for their residents—but need the resources 

and flexibility to get the job done. We also recognize 

there is no easy way to build strong neighborhoods 

and strong cities, but rather we must address the 

challenge across many interconnected fronts—from 

housing, to schools, to jobs, to transportation, to 

health. . . We will provide resources to help 

overcome blight, expand Community Development 

Block Grant funds, provide more housing support to 

high-poverty communities, and build more 

affordable rental housing units.

2020 R D R
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