
Abortion

Year Pres. House Senate Democrats Republicans Events

1900 R R R

1904 R R R

1908 R R R

1912 R D R

1916 D D D Margaret Sanger opens 
family planning clinic in 
NYC.  Arrested.

1920 D R R

1924 R R R

1928 R R R

1932 R R R

1936 D D D

1940 D D D

1944 D D D

1948 D R R

1952 D D D

1956 R D D

1960 R D D FDA approves first 
birth control

1964 D D D

1968 D D D

1972 R D D Family planning services, including the 
education, comprehensive medical and social 
services necessary to permit individuals freely to 
determine and achieve the number and spacing 
of their children

1973 R D D Roe v. Wade

1976 R D D We fully recognize the religious and ethical 
nature of the concerns which many Americans 
have on the subject of abortion. We feel, 
however, that it is undesirable to attempt to 
amend the U.S. Constitution to overturn the 
Supreme Court decision in this area.

The question of abortion is one of the most 
difficult and controversial of our time. It is 
undoubtedly a moral and personal issue but it 
also involves complex questions relating to 
medical science and criminal justice. There are 
those in our Party who favor complete support 
for the Supreme Court decision which permits 
abortion on demand. There are others who 
share sincere convictions that the Supreme 
Court's decision must be changed by a 
constitutional amendment prohibiting all 
abortions. Others have yet to take a position, or 
they have assumed a stance somewhere in 
between polar positions. . . The Republican 
Party favors a continuance of the public dialogue 
on abortion and supports the efforts of those 
who seek enactment of a constitutional 
amendment to restore protection of the right to 
life for unborn children.

1980 D D D The Democratic Party supports the 1973 
Supreme Court decision on abortion rights as 
the law of the land and opposes any 
constitutional amendment to restrict or overturn 
that decision.

we affirm our support of a constitutional 
amendment to restore protection of the right to 
life for unborn children. We also support the 
Congressional efforts to restrict the use of 
taxpayers' dollars for abortion.
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1984 R D R The unborn child has a fundamental individual 
right to life which cannot be infringed. We 
therefore reaffirm our support for a human life 
amendment to the Constitution, and we 
endorse legislation to make clear that the 
Fourteenth Amendment's protections apply to 
unborn children. We oppose the use of public 
revenues for abortion and will eliminate funding 
for organizations which advocate or support 
abortion.

1988 R D D that the fundamental right of reproductive 
choice should be guaranteed regardless of ability 
to pay

That the unborn child has a fundamental 
individual right to life which cannot be infringed. 
We therefore reaffirm our support for a human 
life amendment to the Constitution, and we 
endorse legislation to make clear that the 
Fourteenth Amendment's protections apply to 
unborn children.

1992 R D D Democrats stand behind the right of every 
woman to choose, consistent with Roe v. Wade, 
regardless of ability to pay, and support a 
national law to protect that right.

We believe the unborn child has a fundamental 
individual right to life which cannot be infringed. 
We therefore reaffirm our support for a human 
life amendment to the Constitution, and we 
endorse legislation to make clear that the 
Fourteenth Amendment's protections apply to 
unborn children.

1996 D R R The Democratic Party stands behind the right of 
every woman to choose, consistent with Roe v. 
Wade, and regardless of ability to pay.

The unborn child has a fundamental individual 
right to life which cannot be infringed. We 
support a human life amendment to the 
Constitution and we endorse legislation to make 
clear that the Fourteenth Amendment's 
protections apply to unborn children.

2000 R R R The Democratic Party stands behind the right of 
every woman to choose, consistent with Roe v. 
Wade, and regardless of ability to pay. We 
believe it is a fundamental constitutional liberty 
that individual Americans - not government - can 
best take responsibility for making the most 
difficult and intensely personal decisions 
regarding reproduction. . . The Democratic Party 
is a party of inclusion. We respect the individual 
conscience of each American on this difficult 
issue, and we welcome all our members to 
participate at every level of our party.

That is why we say the unborn child has a 
fundamental individual right to life which cannot 
be infringed. We support a human life 
amendment to the Constitution and we endorse 
legislation to make clear that the Fourteenth 
Amendment's protections apply to unborn 
children.

2004 R R R Because we believe in the privacy and equality 
of women, we stand proudly for a woman's right 
to choose, consistent with Roe v. Wade, and 
regardless of her ability to pay. We stand firmly 
against Republican efforts to undermine that 
right. At the same time, we strongly support 
family planning and adoption incentives. 
Abortion should be safe, legal, and rare.

That is why we say the unborn child has a 
fundamental individual right to life which cannot 
be infringed. We support a human life 
amendment to the Constitution and we endorse 
legislation to make it clear that the Fourteenth 
Amendment's protections apply to unborn 
children. Our purpose is to have legislative and 
judicial protection of that right against those 
who perform abortions.

2008 R D D The Democratic Party strongly and unequivocally 
supports Roe v. Wade  and a woman's right to 
choose a safe and legal abortion, regardless of 
ability to pay, and we oppose any and all efforts 
to weaken or undermine that right.

Faithful to the first guarantee of the Declaration 
of Independence, we assert the inherent dignity 
and sanctity of all human life and affirm that the 
unborn child has a fundamental individual right 
to life which cannot be infringed. We support a 
human life amendment to the Constitution, and 
we endorse legislation to make clear that the 
Fourteenth Amendment's protections apply to 
unborn children.
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2012 D R D The Democratic Party strongly and unequivocally 
supports Roe v. Wade  and a woman's right to 
make decisions regarding her pregnancy, 
including a safe and legal abortion, regardless of 
ability to pay. We oppose any and all efforts to 
weaken or undermine that right.

Faithful to the "self-evident" truths enshrined in 
the Declaration of Independence, we assert the 
sanctity of human life and affirm that the 
unborn child has a fundamental individual right 
to life which cannot be infringed. We support a 
human life amendment to the Constitution and 
endorse legislation to make clear that the 
Fourteenth Amendment's protections apply to 
unborn children.

2016 D R R We believe unequivocally, like the majority of 
Americans, that every woman should have 
access to quality reproductive health care 
services, including safe and legal 
abortion—regardless of where she lives, how 
much money she makes, or how she is insured.

Accordingly, we assert the sanctity of human life 
and affirm that the unborn child has a 
fundamental right to life which cannot be 
infringed. We support a human life amendment 
to the Constitution and legislation to make clear 
that the Fourteenth Amendment's protections 
apply to children before birth.

2020 R D R Like the majority of Americans, Democrats 
believe every woman should be able to access 
high-quality reproductive health care services, 
including safe and legal abortion.
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